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All Wisconsin

K-12 and
post-secondary
education
institutions

are committed to
providing reasonable
opportunity and equal
challenges to all students,
including students with
disabilities.

What are your rights?

The term “disability” means different things in
public schools and postsecondary institutions.

When serving students with disabilities,
public schools must comply with the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA), which requires them to identify,
document, and provide services based on
an Individualized Education Program (IEP).
The IEP serves as a monitoring and commu-
nication tool for parents, students, and
school personnel and provides connections
for community services (for example,
employment opportunities or adult living).
IDEA entitlements end when the student
reaches age 21 or when the requirements
for high school graduation are met and the
student receives a regular high school
diploma.

When serving students with disabilities,
postsecondary institutions must comply with

Section 504/Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), which stipulates they

® cannot discriminate in college recruitment,
admission, or after admission solely based
on a student’s disability;

® are required to make individualized,
reasonable accommodations at no charge;

® must make modifications “as necessary” to
ensure academic requirements are not
discriminatory;

® inform students of available services,
academic adjustments, and the name of the
coordinator of support services; and

® must provide written information on how to
access services or request accommodations.

It is important to start planning EARLY for
postsecondary education!

What are your responsibilities?

Students within High School need to

® participate in transition planning by
attending meetings, beginning at age 14 or
younger, if appropriate,

® talk to their IEP team to discuss interests
and preferences, and address postsecond-
ary education planning, and

® |earn self advocacy skills.

Upon turning 18, students with disabilities are
legally adults in charge of their own future.
Although laws (504/ADA) also protect them, they
have responsibilities as they enter postsecondary
education.

Students should

® understand their disability and provide
current documentation verifying the
disability,

® advocate on their own behalf,

® contact support/special services personnel at
the college, technical college, or university,

® notify instructors regarding needed accom-
modations, and

® arrange for those support services not
available in the postsecondary education
setting.

What are individual
accommodations?

It is important to understand the distinction
between accommodations (ensuring access
to programs and services) and modifications
(making changes to programs and services).
Postsecondary educational institutions must
provide needed accommodations including
but not limited to:

® special needs counseling

® assistive technology

® testing accommodations

® taped textbooks

® note-takers, readers, and interpreters

® |earning/study skills support together.
See the Department of Public Instruction’s
website for a list of accommodations (pro-
vided but not limited to) by institution

(www.dpi.state.wi.us/dpi/dlsea/een/
transition.html).

Are special education services
available in postsecondary
institutions?

Simply put-no! Postsecondary institutions
may provide academic adjustments if they do
not change course outcomes or program
requirements or place an undue burden on
the institution.

Remember... Accommodations are intended
to ensure program access that allows students
with disabilities to compete equally with
their nondisabled peers. Not all accommoda-
tions are appropriate for

every student.

However... Students with disabilities can
succeed in the postsecondary environment by
demonstrating the following characteristics
of a successful student:

® Be motivated and goal-oriented

® Be academically prepared

® Demonstrate self-advocacy skills

® Demonstrate organizational skills
® Demonstrate time-management skills

Talk to your instructors and negotiate
needed accommodations from the first
day of class (or earlier, if possible). Don’t
wait until the end of the semester!

What postsecondary
opportunities exist in Wisconsin?

University of Wisconsin System —
Wisconsin has 13 four-year institutions
offering undergraduate and/or gradu-
ate programs as well as 13 two-year
institutions.

Independent Institutions — Wisconsin
has 21 private colleges and universities.

Technical College System — Wisconsin
has 16 technical colleges offering one-
and two-year associate degrees in fields
ranging from accounting to web
development. Some technical college
credits transfer to four-year colleges
or universities.

Other Postsecondary Options — See the
State of Wisconsin Educational Ap-
proval Board website for a complete
listing (eab.state.wi.us/static/) of other
postsecondary options.

Admission requirements vary among
postsecondary institutions. Students
should discuss the kinds of classes,
grades, and entrance requirements
needed with a school counselor and the
IEP team.

Where to start?

® Ask a school counselor for the post-
secondary handbook for students with
disabilities, “Opening the Second Door,"
for additional information and
suggestions.

® Refer to the list of postsecondary
institutions on the back.

® Check the cited websites for additional
information.



